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" DEDICATION 


| TO THE 


Suffering B 


MY LORD, 
Ratitude for a certain RE”. 
received from your Hands, in- 
ſpired me with Courage to make this 
8 ledgment, that is due to your 
[| Lordſhips's great and anten Char- 
racter. 
I heartily wiſh it was in my Power, 
to do your Lordſhip the lea Servicez 
but I hope to ſee thoſe ha ppy and glo- 
I rious Days, when you ſhall triumph o- 
ver all your Enemies, tho? at the ſame 
| Time your Chriſtian Temper, that is 
full of Sweetneſs, enclines your Lords 
ſhipto pray for the Forgivenneſs of all 
who have injured you. | 4 
May God preſerve your Tordſhip 
from the cruel- Hands of your invete- | 
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rate Enemies, may the great Protector. 
of the innocent abate their Pride, aſſwage 
their Malice, and confound their Devices; 
That in his good Time, your Lord. 
ſhip (eſcaping all Dangers) may be 
tho happy and glorious Inſtrument of 
reſtoring primitive Principles, Practice 
and Diſcipline to our diſtreſſed Church. 
This is the fervent Prayer of, 


* 


, My Lord, 
Your Lordſhips moſt 

humble and obliged Servant, 

and Fellow-ſufferer, * l 

| Peter. 
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| Palms 108, v. 15. Touch not mine Andina 
ted, and do my Prophets no Harn. 


Do my Prophets no Harn, 


T H E Praiſes of God are celebrated in 

| this Plalm, for the wonderful Deli- 

- | wyerance of the T/roe/jtes from their mighty 
and powerful Enemies. God having cho- |} 
ſen the Seed of Abraham for his peculiar 
People, they are called his anointed, being 
conſecrated to his Service ; as Kings his 
Vicegerents, and as Prieſts his Ambaſſadours, 

| are inaugurated into their Office by the pour- 
ing on of Oil. As a 3 Reſpect _ 
ue 
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N 
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when ever they tranſgreſſed his Orders, He 


( 6 
due to ſuch, ſo God here in this Verſe, en- 
joined all Potentates not to harm, or do the 
feat Injury to his peculiar People; and 


- 


highly reſented it, hy cutting off, and at laſt 
ſettled the Jews into the promiſed Land of 
 __ Jaz os + FT rr 

Now fince Chriſtians are declared * Kings 
and Prieſts to the Lord, certainly he will 
defend and fave his Church, from the Fury 
of all temporal and ghoſtly Enemies, he 
will ſeed ns from Heaven in the Day of 


Perfecution, tate 4s under the Shadow of 


his Wings, till this Tyarany be overpaſt, 
that we may keep his Statutes and oblerye 
his Laws, and at laſt receive the Promiſes 


of a bleſſed Eternity in the-heavenly Caraon. 
But in a peculiar Manner God watches 


= Kings and Prieſts ;. ſo we may take my 
Text in a literal Senſe, Dat the Anointed, 
the Breath of our Noſtrils is not be touched, 


nor no Harm to be done to his Prophets, to 
thoſe who adminiſter in facred Things. Do 


my Prophets no Harm. 


In diſcourfing upon which Precept, I ſhall | 
endeavour to ſhew, 1ſt, What Regard is due 


to the Clergy. | 

2d]y, How all of us ought to behave, 
when God's Prophets are harmed, and har- 
raſſed by Perſecution. 


— 


* Rev. I. v. 5, 6. 
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I. Then, What Regard is due to the 


1 _ Clergy. 


They warch for your Halt; it is from 
their Lips you receive Knowledge in reli. 


gious Duties, and therefore you muſt honour 
and obey your ſpritual Guides. Were it not 


that God N appointed a diftint Order of 
Paſtors (thoſe ſhining Lights in the World ) 
to inſtruct Men in their Duty, to direct them 
in the Practice of it, both by their Inſtructi- 


on and Example, corrupt as the World is, 
it would be much more corrupt. 


Without a regular Prieſthood, the Means 
of Salvation could not be adminiſtred effectu- 


ally: So that for their Office Sake, there is 

a real Honour and Reſpect due to them, 
and that alſo for his Sake, whoſe Officers 
and Miniſters they are, in conveying the 
| greateſt Bleſſings to you, that you are, or e- 
ver can be capable of. Do not deſpiſe then 
Ct iſt's Clergy for their * Youth and po- 


yerty, or upon any other Account whatſo- 


ever, but eſteem them as you ought for 


his Sake, whole Clergy they are, and thank 


| God that you have ſuch a Clergy among you, 


as Is ordained according to Chriſt's own 
Inſtitutions, and endowed with the ſame Spi- 
tit, which he breathed into his holyApoſtles, 


| { handed down from them to us, by a conti- 


nued 


= r 1 
nued ànd uninterrupted Succefſhon. This is 


the great Glory of our Church, and that fot | 


which you can never fufffeĩently thank God 
for : As conſidering, that by this Means, you 


have the Word and Sacraments ſo truly and 
powerfully adminiſtred among you, that no- 


thing but the extreme Neglect of your 
ſelyes, can hinder any of you from being 


happy for ever. 
They are Chriſt's (a) Miniſters and An- 


baſſadors, who tray in ChriſÞs Stead to be 


reconcilled to God. He (b) thar heareth 
them, heareth Chriſt, and he that deſpiſeth 


 - them, defpiſeth him, and God that ſent 
Him. As the Perſons of Ambaſſadors are 


always reckoned inviolable ; - fo what an 


is looked upon as dane by tlie Prince him- 


ſelf. And as an Affront offered to an Am- 


baſſador, te flects an the Prince that fent him, 


ſo whatever is done to the Ambaſſadors of 


Chriſt as ſuch, is done to Chriſt himfelf. 
The Mitre and Crown are ſo inviolably 


attached to one another, that when the one 


is trampled upon, it is no Wonder that the 


Glory of the other is eclipſed. When the 
axointed is rouched,the Prophets fhall cer- 


rainly be harmed. 


In Scripture the. fame Word fignifles a - 


Prie& 


| (a) 2 Cor. MN 20. (5) St. Lake 10 16, _ 


Ambaſſador doth in the Name of his Prince, 


PP 
* 
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Prieft, and * 2 Pick, or chief Ruler; 
the Prieſts Office (in ancient Times) was 
always fplendid and almoſt regal: But now. 
how "Gaaly is this Dignity depiſed, and 
ſtriped of all its Luſture, and rendred con- 
temptible; Alas! How are the Prophets 
harmed and perſecuted? 

2. And this leads me, in the ſecond 
Place, to ſhew, how all of us ought to be- 
have, when God's Prieſts are harmed and 
harrafſed by Perſecution ;; when our holy 
2 the Church is wounded thro? their 

ides 

2. In an afflicted State, Patience is an exal- 
ted. Virtne, that will enable us to hope in, 
and depend upon God for Succour, and to 
implore by — Prayer his Relief in due 
Time. 

Let us conſider in Adverlity, that our Sins 
ha ve brought down Ven 5 815 from Hea- 
ven, in Thunder Bolts of his juſt Indigna- 
tion. Not only raſh Oaths, but Per jury Fave 
been rife and common. An haughty Con- 
tempt of Ecclefiaſtical Rulers has general= 
ly prevailed : So that a Scorn and Diſdain 
of all that is facred and civil, a Corruption 
of Manners in both Sexes, have been the 


n of diſmal Effe ds befalling us. . What 
B 57 Mees | 


U 


2 Oo 7 in Gen. 43, 46. Ex. 
2. 2, Ws 24. 2: => 


—— 


—_— > _ 
Meaſures of Puniſhment could then be 
thought too ſevere for ſach raging Proyo- 
cations ? And what heavier Afflictions may 
be expected, if Men ſtill indulge themſelves 
in theſe Abomiriations; if they do not tepent 
and amend their Ways, by for/aking every 
Thing that i, evil, f cleaving to that | 
which is good. Rigbreous art thou, O Lord, 
and true in all thy Tudgments, for we have 
—_.. „ 
Fa Courage and Conſtancy in well doing, 
and in ſuffering for 1 is 
our bounden Duty: I hope then, as * St. 
ri an well ys, that many of you are ſo 
fortified, by the Power of your Faith and 
Hope, and your religious Aſſiance in God, 
that your preſent Sufferings are not able to | 
make upon you any Diſad vantageous Impre- 
flions ;. whilſt theſe vials of you,᷑HChriſtian 
Courage do rather approve than overthrow 
it; and all the rude ſhocks you receive from | 
a boiſterous World, rebound from your 
Minds, as the Waves do from a Rock,without 
impairing its Firmneſs, only daſhing againſt 
it with 4 Force which turns upon themſelves, * 
and makes them fly off in Froth and Foam. 
Good Men in all Ages, have exemplifi- 
ed their Patience in Afflictions, as you may 
read in the 12 to the Hebrews. ©< Ha- 
| ving 
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befooled, for ſuch is the Natnre of Sin, that it 

not only defiles but infatuats ; for. the leaſt 
De viation from God and Righteouſneſs, the 
leaſt Breach of the divine Precepts lead to 
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( 12 } | 

ce vying * therefore ſach a Cloud of Wit- 
tc neſſes (or Martyrs) let us lay afide every 
<« Weight, and the Sin which doth ſo cafi- 
ce ly beſet us, and let us run with Patience 
ce the Race that is ſet before us; looking 
« nnto Je ſus the Author and Finiſher of our 
« Faith, who for the Joy that was ſet before. 
4 him,endured the Croſs, deſpiſed the Shame, 
<« and is ſet down at the tight Hand of God. 

In this degenerate. Age, becauſe. proſpe- 
rous Villany exalts its Head above all that 


is good and ſacred, where perſecuted Vir- 


tue and Honour is deſpiſed as an Abject 


| Thing, and entertained only by Devotees, 
Men of low and melancholly Spirits: There- 


fore the Wicked boaſt in Miſchief, * think 


Policy their beſt Piety, and ſo model their 
} Notions and Practice of Religion, not by 
rhe Laws of God, but by the Rule of Self- 


Intereſt, In this Opinion they. are much 


the Paths of De ſtruction, for the Proſperi- 


ty of Fools will deſtroy them. 


the civil Power, procęeded to ignovate God's 


Heb. 12. 2. Dr. South's Serm, v. 2, Ch 1 Kings 


Such was the Method that Jeroboam pur- 
fad, * who from his uſurping Attempts upon 


Wor- 


—— 


13. v. 24, 35. | 


| #8 1 

Worſhip & from the SubjeRion-of Mens Bo- 
dies & Eſtates, to enſſiue theit Conſciences, as 
ow ing that true Religion is no Friend 
to an unjuſt Title. He made of the loweſt 
of the People Prieſts of the high Places, who- 


ſoe ver would he conſecrated him. For he 
thus atgue I, if che People go up to do Sa- 


efifice-in the Houſe of the Lord, as perfor- 


med by his | Prieſts, then ſhall | their 
Heart turn again to the Lord, their King 

P. The ttue Worſhip of God, and 
the” Chaverſe of « thoſe that uſe it, eſpe- | 
ell oftheir High Prieſts, diſpoſe Men to | 
aTfifub(Syubjetion ; Therefore my Practice 
maſt not be better than my Title; 5 what 


WAs. On hy Infatuatiom muſt be maintains 
ed by Force. Thus Sin is uſually ſeconded 


ain ſo that a> Man ſeldom: commits. 
ne Sin to pleaſe, hut he commits an { 


to -Aefend himſelf.. 2 oh 13:5" 


Helles the Approbation of the ie | 
ep! the People: to miniſter in hol7 


things, doubtleſs there was alſo a Commil- 


fion, Ordinance oH Will brought in to eject 
fuck ef the Prieſts okGod, 'as being too ce- 
remoniouſſy addicted to the Temple, would 


"not ſerve Feroboam- before God, nor wor- 
hip his Calves fot their Gold, nor fall down 

before his Monſters, nor approve thoſe two 
h glittering 
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ſcorns to make 
dares to vindicate the ſacred Rights 3 
privileges. of the Church, refuſes. to 12 
Men in their dec en 151. e 

7 expoſes. Atheiſm, Fe 
ky: and Practices, paints 10 their natiy# 
Colours the hainous, Gilt of Adultery, 
the abominable Lewdneſs, occahioned, by 
] promiſcuous Concanrſe of bath Sgxes 


{ alry and Reſtoration, of ill gotten Goc 
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whatfome ver. 19 
A conſcientious 
is well skille d in 


lezat ; tied Prion np 
1 Nice and cis T1 
ul Compliances, 'hok 157 


eiſm, L thettine | 


Maſquerade or Diſguiſe, and Preach es Loyr 


And all this he inforces by glo 155600 Rewards 
and dread Puniſhments in the; Goſpel ; pon 
he ſpeaks boldly, . and om with ali Au- 
thority. 1 
But the Diſſembler, who. aims af Bathinz 
but Intereſt and; Ambition, goes into any 


; Mea ſures that are propofed, whether. they ate 


right or wrong. , Thus he makes. the ver 
[New Teſtament countenance Rebellion, Ulur- 
tion, Oppteſſion, any Invaſion upon, the 
ſacred Order of the Prieſthood, and al 


. Deprivation. Very hard! Such ſpirit 


Power, as not derived from Men but God, 
ſhould be taken War. This“ ime-ſerver makes 


5 Drunkenne s 


glittering Sins, "LE 1 O 4 State 


| 
| 


Re 


'; their Councils, and ſmite their moſt refined 


_ <( 14) | 
Drunkeneſs, unchaſt Renbraces, and all Man-- 
ner of.Debauchery, pals for Love, Charity, 
' - Compaſſion, good Nature, Civiliry and 
Compliſance. Thus he advances the King- 
1 25 of Satan, inſtead of chat of the holy | 
flelus. ery | fats 14 
But certainly the readieſt Way to ruin 
the civil Power, is to eſtabliſh Iniquity by | 
a Law, and to introduce Hypocrifie (inſtead | 
of true Religion, and fincere Devotion : 
For God the great King of Kings, and ſu- 
preme Ruler of the Univerſe, who is jealous | 
for his Worſhip, and the Obedience of his 
Commands, will in States notoriouſly irre- 
ligious, by a ſecret and irrefiſtable Power, 
countermand their deepeſt Projects, ſplit } ; 


Policies with Diſappointment and a Curſe, 
as he did that of Jeroboom's, whoſe Houſe 
was cut off from the Face of the Earth. For ? \ 
God is reſolyed tliat the Kingdoms of the. 
World ſtall fall down before him, either in 
his Adoration, or their own Confuſion. © | 
The ready Way to have the ſacerdotal 
Function deſpiſed, is Fearfulneſs of, and 
mean Compliances with bold popular Offen- 
ders. Some indeed account it the very Spi- 
rit of Policy and Prudence, where Men re- „ 
fuſe to come up to Law, to make the Law 
co me down to them, and for this inſallible 
Recompence, that they are not at all the 
| more 


* 


| 18 } 
* more lo ved, but much the leſs - ay and re- 
q | ſpeed; 


But (my B.) it is reſolute and tenacious | 


5 Adherence, to well choſen Principles, chat 
adds Glory to Greatneſs, and makes a fine 
Character ſhine in the Eyes of thoſe that ſee 
and examine his 3 


A Ho ought then thofe illuſttious Patriots | 
to be ptaiſed, who deſpiſe Wordly Honour 


4 and Ambition, and refuſe to come into uu- 
s jut and illegal Methods, who chuſe rathet 
s | tO live and die in an obſcure and private 
Station, than to be prefered, and add to theit 
. Dignity by diſhonoutable Means. 
it . Such Wotthies and Heroick Spirits well 
| know, that God is the Fountain of Honour; 
and the Conduit by which he conveys it to 
8 the Sons of Men, are virtuous and generous 
Spirits, by which God is honoured, who 
1 has declared this the eternal Rule and;Stand- 
ad of all Honour deriveable upon Men, that 
1 7 thoſe who honour him, ſtall be honoured 
f of him. 
Ho glorious then, and. worthy of Com- 
memoration, are thoſe great. Souls, who in 
the Defence of Religion, the Liberty and 
Laws of their Countty, are Willing to 
riſque, and cri ice all that is valuable, who 
dare look Vice in the Face, tho“ ne ver ſo 
potent and illuſtrious, tho? never ſo flag- 
Fant and ene | | 
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I peed dot te: account to you thegrie vous de 


manifold Suffgrings of the Church, of Scor- 
land ſor we yet feel them, and groan under 
their Preſſure; hut (bleſſed be God) that the 
Generality both -of Cletgy and Laity, have 
canragioutly endured the Shock, and have 
declined to proſtitute their Conſciences, by 
Shiſmaticab Compliances, waiting patiently 
for the Salvation of the Lord, when the 
Church ſhall be rlugphantly reſtored to its 
Dignity aud Luſturee. 

* ir is related that Williams Biſhop of 
Lincoln, vas; perſecuted by the — into 
ſome of whoſe Meaſures he had gone; yet 
Che was reputed a true Aſſertor of Religion, 
Royalty and Property; his grand Deſign 


1 « was no other, than that of our firſt Refor- 
mation, which was that our Church might 


« ſtand upon ſuch a Foot of primitive and 
© eccleſiaſtical Authority, as ſuited with 
God's Word, and the beſt Interpreters of 
© it, ſound Reaſon and primitive Practice. 
© And until this Nation is bleſt with ſach 
< a Spirit, it will ly in that Darkneſs and 
Confuſion, the Seis at this Time hath 
©: flang it into. 
bee r My Author alſo fays, that 
K Arch 
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favoured by the Grandees of that potent Fac- 


the ſpiritual and then the temporal Lords, 


be diſſe ized of His Freehold and Liberties, 


—— 

« Arch Biſhop Lasaꝰs ER was no more, 
then to preſevre the Church upon the Foun- 
dations of Scriptural Inſtitutions aud pri- 
2 „ * LE 0%” © ©: OP 

In the Trial of this moſt reyerend Father, 
the Houſe of Lords ſtuck at the Orditance® 
againſt him; ſome of which having not ex- 
tinguithed all the Sparks of Humanity, began 
to find themſelves compaſſionate of his Con- 
dition, not knowing how foon it ſhould, 
or might be made their own; if once di 


tion. Thus it actually happened, for firſt 


felt the dire Effects of their Fury, in being 
declared no Part of the Legiſlator; and then 
the Officers of the Army uſurped a Parlia- 


mentary Power. od 
This *Procedure againſt the Arch-Biſhop 
ſabverted the Conſtitution,” and broke thro? 
fundamental Laws, which declare that the 
Rights of the Church ſhall be inviolable, 
that every one ſhall be brought to his own 
Anſwer in due Form of Law, and that no Man 


1. ' - 


& See Bis Life p. 157.1 58. * Magna char. 
ta. C. 2. Cc. 28 Edward 3, c, 8. and 
the Petition of Right: N 


every 


; T4088 { 18 + > A 5 
but by the known Laws L the Land, tha 
do not admit of Hear-ſay, without a lepal 
Proof, For what is not Evidence at Law, 
can never be made fo by any Power on Earth ; 
for rhe Lam that require the Evidence, is 
as much the Law of the Lend, as that 


"which declares the Crime. 


But in the Caſe of a Clergy-Man, two E- 
vidences are requiſite, as the facred Scrip- 
tures Declare, Againſt an Elder receive 
not an Foul ar args (much leſs againſt 2 
Biſhop ) bur before rwo or three Wigneffes; i. 
e. entertain no Complaint againſt Presbyters, 
ſo far as to determine and give Sentence u- 
pon it, but upon rhe utmoſt Caution, and 
ful Evidence of two or three Witneſſes at 
leaſt. When * conform to the + Moſaical 
and Evangelical Law, One Witneſs hall no: 
riſe uf L a a Man for any Iniguity, bur 

ruth muſt be eſtabliſhed by the Mouth 
of two or three Witneſ.esr, much more 


ought this to be regarded in Re lation (o the 
Officers of the Church, eſpecially a Supreme 


one. It is not aid by Stt Paul to Timo- 


BE 
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* Eſtias in 1. T. 5. 19. + Dear. 17.6. and 


19, 15. Namb. 35. 30. St. Mar. 18. 16, St. 
John 8. 17. 2 Cor: 13: 1. Heb: 10: 18. 


ITin: 5: 19. 


I „ Y r 


. 
Aa i a $7 9 = 


— 


. 


i 


. 1 
thy, condemn him not upon an Aecuſation, 
dit receive it not. It is a quite different 
Caſe to candemn, and receive an Aceuſation. 
Therefote the Apoſtle preſcribes, that even 
an Accuſation is not to be received by a 
Judge, . e the Action of the Accuſer, 8+ 
gainſt a Presbyter; unleſs the Quality of the 
Witneſs in relation to the ir good Fame and 
Integrity be firſt narrowly examined and 
enquired into. This is the Privilege of the 
Clergy by St. Paul's Ort ination, for their 
Dignity is great, and it is the Intereit of the 
Church, that their Reputation and Charecter 
be not eaſily woun ed. Which might ſoon 
happen, if inſtantly an Accuſation was ad- 
mitted againſt them without the legal Proof 
of two unexceptionable Evidences: This 
Precept guards the Authority of the Clergy 
ſrom the Malice and Injuſtice of all thoſe 
Laicks who uſe to 2ggravate the failings of 
their Biſhops and Paſtors. For ſome being 
offended at the Seyerity of their Diſcipline 
and Rebnkes, bear no good will. to them, and 
ſo are the more forward: to. accuſe or give 
Evidence againſt them. But whether any 
other Method is juſtifiable muſt be left to 
the determination of a conſcientious and in- 
corrupt Sanbeurin, who no doubt will take 
care, that the Evidence be ſſte iem, and 
that two or three Witneſſes poſitively agree 
in what they ſay and Swear to. I 


ao) 


I FE ſha nowrpaſs from Arch Biſhop Lavd?s 
Caſe, and preſent ta your View the illuſtri- 
ous and ſhining Protra ĩeture andCharaQer'of 
a very celebrated Perſonage ; who in the 
Convocation, Univerſity. and higher Houle, 
| - gave fignal Proofs: of his Ability and Skill 
in Church Diſcipline and primitive Learn- 
ing. He was a ſtrenuous Aſſerter of the 
Power, Right and Authority of the Church. 
In the Performance of his ſacred Function, 
he was ſucce is ful, bright and victorious, 
he like St. 7ohꝝ the Baptiſt Shone with clear 
and triumphant Light. He was an emt- 
nent Schollar. and Divine, skilled in the 
Laws and Politicks, and acquainted with 
the Chara ters of Men; ſuch was the ſuperio 
Force of his Reaſoning and Eloquence both 
in the Pulpit and upon all other Oc- 
calioas, that he perſwaded nay compelled 
many Enemies of the Church, to cloſe with 
| Bis Opinion. No one could compare with 
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Hhim in Pleading for oppreſsed Truth, which 
be performed with ſuch a graceful Me in, with 
ſuch a harmonious Voice, and lively Action, 
that he Conquered wherever he was Heard, 
aan forced Praiſes from his very Op- 
Po ſites, who cannot diminiſn his , Worth: 
Ihis made him envyed and fall a Sacrifice 
to the Fury and Rage of a Party of Men, 

18 6 | ' who 


8 4 


« 8 
— * 


„ FS GY, fad ren wn 


aa. 


who were not able to dabei him 
from performing his Duty in Defence of the 
Church and its ſacred Principles. But ſuch 
was his Heroick Courage, that proceeded: 
from a truly good; generous, virtuous and 
ſteady Principles, that he was always ready 
to ſaeriſice his Life, Liberty and Fortune, 
rather than to be found Falſe to his Engage- 
ment to the Church and Country. He did 
Chearfully and Couragiouſly Behave himſelf, 
during the whole Courſe of his Fiery Trial; 
and the Alacrity, with which he endured 
his Fate, ſhewed him to be. tor to all 
rhe Calamitie of Life, which cannot but 
extort Compaſſion even from many of his 
Enemys ; and make them in ſome: Meaſure! 
fay, as the Fews did of Chriſt, verily this 
was an Innocent Mg. 
The Sacred Hiſtory informs us, that Fo-. 
ſeph the moſt excellent and virtuous of all 
his Brethren, being envyed. by them for 
his ſuperior Geniu was ſold a Slave, and for- 
cedto ſerve as ſuch in a Forreign-land.ButVire : 
tue was his Guard, Providence his Protection; 
ſo that his Exile was the Cauſe of his Gran- 
deur, and a happy Inſtrument of preſerving: 
his Father*s Famlly.: : |: y1oilty 0 
Mo ſes did not receive his Comm ĩſſion from 
God for reſcuing the Jraelite, ot of — a 
Kei! - Yer 
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Tytanical Bondage and Tliraldom of P3a- 


Inſults of all its avowed 


raob, (who required Brick without affording 
Straw) untill he was forced to fly out ofhis 


native Country; for * by Fair Moſes when 


he was come to Tears, refuſed to le called 
Son of Pharaoh's Dauębter, cbiſin g ra- 


ther ta ſuffer Affliction with the People of 
God, than to enjoy the Pleaſures of Sin for a 


Seaſon: Eſteening the Reproach of Chri 
greater Riches than the Treaſures iu Beit 


for he had 1 2 unte ebe recompence of 


Reward. By Faith he oy — Egypt, nor 
fearing the Wrarh of the Tyrant: For he 
Indured, as ſeeing hin who is Inviſible. © 


Now who knows, but that God may 


ſpeedily raiſe up a J7oſepb or a Moſes. for 
the happy Deliverance of his Church from the 
| Opreſſors, and give 
us joy and Conſolation in the Reſtauration 
of the Beauty of Holineſs, that we may praiſe 
God, and acknowledge his Wiſdom and Pro- 
vidence; that the Iſles may rejoice and be 
glad, becauſe the Lord reigneth. | 

For your Comfort conſi der, how it hap- 
pens very often, that the Combat is purpoſely 


prolonged to give the. Conqueror a brighter 


Crown of Victory and Glory. 
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God can with 8 Suite of his amiable 
Countenance becalme the rougheſtꝭea of Ad- 
verſity, upon which a ſerene and charming 
Spring of Proſperity will ſpeedily enſne, 
and render the àfflicted Chearfull and Grate- 
ful in their Ioud Praiſes and acknowledg- 
ments of the divine Favour and Protection. 


ones Sufferings are not the Effect of any 
, {| Guilt or Miſconduct, and has for his Pro- 
of | tetion the Influence of a Divine Power, 
pe | which amidſt the unjuſt Reproaches of all 
de | Mankind, can give not only Patience but 
| Pleaſure to Innocence in DiſtreG, 'that there 

may be reaiceing in Tribulation. Bleſ ed 
Ir | ore "_ who are per ſecured for Righteouf- 
e ff neſs Sate, for theirs is the Kingdom of 
e | Heaven. Beloved, think it not Strange 
# | * concerning the fiexy Trial, which is to try 
e | © you, as tho? ſome ſtrange Thing happenet 
- {| © unto you. But rejoice in as much as ye are 
e | © Partakers of Chriſt's SuTerings ; that when 
© his Glory ſhill be revealed, ye may be glad 

- | *alfo with exceeding Joy ; If ye be reproachi- 
y | «ed for the Name of Chriſt happy ate ye, 
r © butlet none vf you ſuffer as a Murderer, he 
* Which 
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(*) St. Mar: 5: 


What great Conſolation is it to reflect, that | 


24) 
Which yon may read in the uf of St. Per. 

4. v. 12, Oc: | 
We cannot then paſs over in Silence, 115 a 
celebrated Perſons, but ( we ſhould with J. 
Pleaſure look upon thoſe happy Men, who 
Have derived immortal Horrour upon them- I, 
ſel ves by the Conſeſſion of a good Conſcience J 
| and Cane in Time of — er; We deſer- |, 
+ "redly admirethe ſtedfaſtne(s of their Faith I, 
and Virtue, who are in a Readineſs to un- 
dergoe any Afflictions for the ſake of Truth. 
Hail gallant Conquerors? you have made a 
noble Stand againſt all endea vours to ſeduce 
you from your Duty ; you have exhibited 
a ſpectacle e rety way worthy of your Ma- 
Kkers Notice, and of your Brethrens Imita- 
tion! 
Under the hotteſt Aſſaults of Perſecution, 
let us heartily bewail our Iniquities that 
bring Judgments, and ler us Truſt in God, 
whoſe Hand is not ſhortned, who upon out 
fincere Penitence can, and will deliver us, 
can aud will diſperſe this formidable Storm, 
and make a joyful Light ſpring out of Dark- 
neſs, and make every one fit peageably un- 
ger bis own 1 Tree, and make our Cxactore 
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* St. eee de 5 
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Rirbreouſnef and Peace, to the Joy and 
Comfort of Church and State. In the mean 
Time, alwa/s remember that Chriſt requires 
all to ownand defend him in his Members ; 
and amongt theſe the Chief of them his Mi- 


Iniſters, war deſpiſed abject ort of Men; 


Do my Prophets no Harm. inarmuch as you 
did it uito one of theſe little one, you did it 
unto ue lays Chriſt; if you heap Favours and 
harity upon them, you hononr their Lord 
and Maſter, but if you deſpiſe and neglect 
hem, chen you have thrown Contempt upon 
hriſt and be will deny jou before his Fa- 
rher in Heaven. 
Let every one(ſays Dr. So#r5)tak-Care in his 
tation that the Law does not juſtle out the 
oſpel; for if it be thus uſed to undermine it 


in his immediate Servants, beware that ſuch 


udgments paſſed upon them, do not fetch 
lown God's Judgments upon the Land, and 
hat for ſuch abuſe of the Law, Chriſt does 
ot in anger deprive us altogether of its uſe ; 
but however their Cauſes ſpeed in humane 
ribunals, know that Chriſt himſelf will re- 
ognize them in a greater. And then what 
different Face will be put upon Things 
hen they who bunt and perſecute God's 
iniſters ſhall be caſt with Scorn on the 
eft Hand: And himſelf in that great Con- 
D | ſiſto. 


have owned and confeſſed me with the lo! 


I at much as *= did tt to one of theſe 
de 


* 


ſiſtory ſhall vouchſafe to Rep lown from his 
Throne, and ſingle out a p ot deſpiſed Mi. 
niſt-r, and as it were taking him by the 
Hand. preſent him to, and op*-1ly thus con- 
ſeſs him before his Father. Faher here is 
a poor Servant f mine, that fot dying bis 
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Duty impartizlly. for keeping a Hod Conſ-. x 


cience, and Teſtifying my Truhs io aaf. 
Hy pocritical pretending Age; was vronged, f 
exiled, trod upon, and ſtript of al. his ſa- 
cred Offices: Father, I will that tzere beſto 
now a Diſtinction made, between uch asf 


of the World, and thoſe that have denied,$Þ 
perſecuted and inſulted over me: It will be 
in Vain then to come and cry for Mercy 
And fay Lord when did ve inſult over thee P23 
When did we ſee the in our Courts, the Replyte 
then will be quick and Sharp: wveri1 © 


vi 
a 
A 


lutte, poor, 
10 we. | | . 

A daſtardly Spirit in aſſerting the Inte- fie 
reſt and Truth ofChriſt, is dangerous as well age 


ſpiſed ones, ye did it un 


| baſe. Since Chriſt has made a Chriſtian courſettit. 


a Warefare: of all Men living, a Coward ispe 

moſt unfit to make aChriſtian . whoſe Infamyn 

is not ſo great, but it is ſometimes leſs than his$Þe 

Peril, A Coward does not always eſcape ut 
wit 


a -14 ; TY 
with Diſgrace alone, but ſometimes alſo he 
ſes his Life Wherefore let all ſuch know, 
as can enlarge their Conſciences like Hell, 
and call any Sinful Compliance, Submiſſion, 
and itile a cowardly Silence in his Cauſe, 
- diſcretion end Prudence: I fay let them 
onCEknow,thatChriſt will oneDay ſcorn them, and 
 anfipitt them with Policy and Frudence into 
red, Hell, and then let them conſult how Poli- 
- a. rick they were for a Temporal Emolument, 
| befſto throw away Eternity. All that canſes 
\ asfMen deſert orthodox Principles, is either 
lokfſthe enjoyments, or mifiries of this Life: 
ied But alaſs at the Day of Judgment all theſe 
bew ill expire, now what are we the better for 
cy Þleaſore, or the worle for So:row when it is 
ee Paſt? But then Sin and Guilt will be ſtill 
plyfreſh, and Heaven and Hell will be then 
ri/ yet to begin. Ife er it was ſeaſonable to 
ec Preach Courage in the diſpiſed, abuſed 
4 Nauſe of Chriſt is now, when his Truths are 
formed into nothing, when the Hands and 
te-{Hearts of his faichful Miniſters are weak- 
| ashed, and even Broke, and his Worſhip ex- 
r{eFirpated in a Mockery, that his Honour may 
isÞe advanced. Well to eſtabliſh our Hearts 
nyn our Duty, let us before Hand propoſe 
1158he worit that can happen; yet aſſuregly 
petutare Puniſhment is worle than all this; 
th : wheres 
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=” Ain Ee our e be at 
m4 they will: loß of Places, loſs of Liberty am 


e loſs of Life and Relations, ye 
11 


7 
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it is Sentence ſtands ratiſied in the de 
my creetals of Heaven. Curſed be that Man 


that for as 74 ſhall deſert the Trat 
by: 2 and 9 bi 5 


thretz Perſons but one God, be rendred 

and àſcribed, all Praiſe, Might, Majeffy an 
Dominion, . Tow: RE WS e vermote 
auen Ss | 


Ne fo Father, Son and Holy Abel 
: 


Sf. John Baptiſts Ney. 
2 right) grp 3 tly-Serve 
FR TJ by Bapriſt was wonder fully © borm, an 
<< IE ſent to prepare the a of. thy Son our a 
vjonr, by preaching of Kepentance ;, make us ſo | 

follow bis Podrine and holy Life, that we may tr 
I regent” according 10 bis Preaching, and after hi 
Example ce uſtar tlyſpeak' the Truth, boldly rebuk 


Vice, and paticntly ſuffer for the Truths Saks 
through Jeſus * our N 4 
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